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"My only ambition is to study Srimad Bhagavatam life after life with Lord Nityananda as my teacher."

Vrndavana Das Thakura, Caitanya Bhagavata
Esteemed Professors, Educational Administrators, Friends and Members,

After years of teaching and associating with educators such as Bhakta-vijnana Swami in Russia, Saunaka Prabhu in England, very, very great devotees in South and North American, India and Europe we are presenting herein a humble Progress Report on the development of our American Bhagavata Curriculum (ABC).

We hope that this will serve as the basis for approved ISKCON and NIOS (North American Institute for Oriental and Classical Studies) diplomas. The corresponding ecclesiastic and secular levels would include Bhakti-vaibhava, Bhakti-vedanta, Master’s and Doctorate diplomas in World Classical Literature.

Since we cannot be all things to all men in just one document, we will focus first on our internal ISKCON educational efforts first but try to make the necessary general allusions to the secular diplomas as well.

Thank You,

Hare Krsna / Rama

Your servants,

Hanumatpresaka Swami

ANJANA SUTA ACADEMY

(Radhastami Day)

PURPOSE STATEMENT

We count ourselves unlimitedly fortunate to have heard directly from Srila Prabhupada's lips that:

Anyone who chants Sri Krsna-caitanya, Prabhu Nitya-ananda, Sri Advaita, Gadadhara, Srivasa-adi-gaura-bhakta-vrnda,
And follows it with Hare Krsna, Hare Krsna, Krsna Krsna, Hare Hare / Hare Rama, Hare Rama, Rama Rama, Hare Hare, has achieved the perfection of life,

But if you want to preach you should read my books.

In this perspective our American Bhagavata Curriculum is very simple.  It is based upon just two Mantras, Pancha-tattva and Hare Krsna Maha-mantras. However we expect that they will naturally blossom into the other prayers, verses and books given to us by Srila Prabhupada, Bhagavad-gita, KRSNA, Caitanya-caritamrta, Srimad Bhagavatam, Brhad Bhagavatamrta.

Every curriculum is the manifestation of a particular teacher and we should never let the impersonal Curriculum take precedent over the personal Teacher. This is a tough challenge for an ISKCON Higher Educational Administration because it seems so much easier to certify an impersonal Curriculum, but there is a fundamental error in that conception that will eventually cause more difficulties than certifying Professors.

We have to develop our technique to certify Guru's, their Guru-kulas, their personal Curriculum, but of course there must be a symmetry and unity within this diversity of Curricula, no?

Professors Butts: How much Biology have you studied?

Daniel Murphey (Dayadara Das): I went up to my Doctorate.

Profesor Butts:   Where did you do it?

Dayadara: Baylor.

Professor Butts:  Very nice! (There is always an interest where from the PhD has come. Different schools teach and award their PhDs differently).

As teachers, our own particular inclination has always been to make constant Japa the foundation of our Curriculum.  It goes with our Sannyasa karma, minimalists.  I think someone else will have a different basis and certainly satisfy the needs of other friends and students.

In the future, by your mercy, let us write more about constant Japa, but this is the first principle of our ABC -- two Mantras are sufficient.  They can make a basis for our Krsna consciousness, and our real Purpose for reading books is that these Mantras take seat in our heart at Srila Prabhupada's lotus feet and everything else be generated from Them.

***

Continuing with Srila Prabhupada's declaration above after funding the above two Mantras he states, "But if you want to preach then you should read my books."

By Srila Prabhupada's sacrifice we have access to the many books left for us by Srila Rupa Goswami such as Upadesamrta, Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu and Vidagdha and Lalita Madhava.  Therefore to make our lives successful by first becoming Goswamis and then pure devotees of the Lord we should take advantage of these instructions.  Then we will be able to help Lord Caitanya in His mission of spreading the science of Krsna to the conditioned souls of this age.  (Of all of Lord Krsna's activities, His pastimes of conjugal love with the Gopis, especially Srimati Radharani, the best of the Gopis, are the most exalted.)

In order to appreciate this ourselves and help Lord Caitanya distribute it we should be eager to understand these literatures left by these Six Goswamis. Of these, Upadesamrta constitutes our first instructions.

Again, as a personal perspective, just as Bhurijana Prabhu has declared that Bhagavad-gita is his book, we are arrogant enough to hope to call the Nectar of Instruction "our book".  Of course, it may be many "other people's book" also but we have developed some addiction to it.

"The more the merrier," Jayananda Prabhu

Our ABC then is a pyramid.   It is nothing more than two Mantras but these then blossom into the Upadesamrta, Nectar of Instruction, later, Nectar of Devotion and culminating in the two dramas.

Of course, the curriculum we are presenting, in parallel, will certainly satisfy the study of the other Bhagavata literatures, Bhagavad-gita, Srimad Bhagavatam, Caitanya-caritamrta, but we are extremely delighted by the prospect of eventually offering a fully annotated Nectar of Instruction (NOI) to the devotees as our Bhaktivedanta Thesis.

You may have noticed that the Purpose Statement above is in itself nothing but a paraphrase of the Preface to the NOI, and in a spirit of friendly competition, we feel that it gives a much more natural Purpose Statement than what we have seen previously for the MIHE and VIHE curricula.  However, maybe Visista, Brhad and others have improved there's and our pride will be humbled anew by seeing their improved Purpose Statements.

"Diversity and competition are more important than knowledge,' Hamsadutta Prabhu

Our ABC Purpose Statement: We want to study Srila Prabhupada's Upadesamrta thoroughly so that we can become qualified to help Lord Caitanya in His mission.

Let us put a few General Curriculum Thoughts here and then terminate with an example of what we mean by our efforts to study the Upadesamrt thoroughly.
GENERAL CURRICULUM THOUGHTS

We have already introduced a lot of these in the previous pages. Of course, we have a little, little bit of a scholar’s nature.  We worked with the Bhaktivedanta Institute.  We have initiated, organized and joined Pada-padma, or Canto One and Two Curricula that have been certified by San Marcos University, oldest university in the Western hemisphere, VIHE, Russian Yatra and so forth.  So here are some observations on ISKCON and ASA Curriculum Development that come from this perspective.

1) Guru before Curriculum: First thing that strikes us is the point mentioned above. We have to develop ways of accrediting Professor more than Curricula.  As far as I know VIHE means Bhurjana Prabhu, VTE means Rasa-mandala Prabhu, Bhaktivedanta College South Africa means Brhad and Bhakti-caitanya Swami... Oxford Center, Bhaktivedanta Institute, Radhadesa.  The Curriculum or process should be considered essential but after the Association.

We would suggest for example that anyone testing for the Bhakti-vaibhava Diploma should have taught Bhakti-sastri two times.  Teach it to your Mother and her cat, that’s O.K.

Bhakti-vaibhava instruction should be done by a Bhakti-vedanta Candidate. A Bhakti-vedanta included in the seminars as his auditor.  Will probably be only six students at the MOST.  Very few people will go to these higher diplomas.

2) Sadhana and Sankirtana: These are Bhakti degrees.  At all levels devotees must be exemplary Sadhakas: Good rounds, principles strictly, Mangala arati and Srimad Bhagavatam, Sankirtana according to their nature and ability.

3) Diksa and Siksa: Women, children, men can all become Bhaktivedanta and esteemed Siksa gurus in ISKCON.  Diksa because of its public nature should generally be done by men. Principle Siksa guru may certainly be a lady and never eclipsed by the relation with Diksa guru. Ladies taking Diksa from a Mataji certainly seems nice.  As a Sannyasi I would appreciate it VERY MUCH.

4) Secular Scholarship: It would be nice as the ISKCON and Secular Systems could match. St. Thomas Aquinas fought it out with the universities that his Dominican Priests were completely qualified to teach at the University level and won.

Bhakti-sadacara – Associate of Arts (Bhakta).

Bhakti-sastri - Bachelor (Brahmacari).

Bhakti-vaibhava - Master (Swami).

Bhaktivedanta – PhD (Parivajak-acharya)

Bhakti-sarva-bhauma Professor (Diksa guru)

In general I saw a curriculum that B. S. Damodara Swami presented that Prabhupada amended and approved, so that it seems Prabhupada was open to adjustments in terms of the formalities of these titles.  For example a Bhaktivedanta Curriculum for ladies may involve many more songs, dance and drama than a very analytical approach by a Science fellow.

5) Big Guns - The tendency I’ve seen is to write the Chapter Outlines for the Bhakti-vaibhava students the same way we were writing them for the Bhakti-sastri students.  We felt awkward with this and in our presentation in Russia in June and in talks with Radhika the same theme was echoed.  If these devotees are Bhakti-vaibhava students then they are Goswami candidates.  Who are we to talk down to them? By now they should be able to write their own Chapter Outlines, most of the education should be discussion and inspiration rather than instruction.  They should be writing a Thesis at this level as well as testing for content.

6) Spiral Epistemology – This is an important one.  (I would have put it earlier but no time, as Rtadvaja Swami needs his computer.  This is our Hanuman dharma, picking up weapons, rocks, computers where ever we find them.)

I saw a tendency to study one book e.g. Bhagavad-gita at one level and then forget it.  Our education should be spiral, no?  We should study all the books, BG, Isopanishad, NoI, again and again but at a Bhakti-vaibhava level, Bhakti-vedanta level.  NOD should go to the Southern and other oceans.

Of course, we would structure our own NoI studies NoI-1, NoI-2, NoI-3 etc.

7) Learning How to Learn – This is more important than having the student just memorizing verses, outlines, content and then forgetting them.  Of course, there is Efficiency of Relearning, and by detailed study we get a chance to sample things in depth and then later select which we want to develop over the aeons.

We have to all collect our body of knowledge from Prabhupada.  Nobody can take everything that the spiritual master is offering.  We have to take to heart, memory, sufficient content from Srila Prabhupada, his books, and then develop our logic, physical systems, to refresh and keep that knowledge at hand to fight with The Witch.  (Actually She’ our Trainer, no?)  In this regard for example, we are developing the technique or reading Prabhupada’s SB or CC with his Bhagavad-gita at hand.  Then when he makes a citation we pause to try to chant it from memory or begin to commit it to memory.  That way we are using BG the way the Master uses it and it becomes a natural system to satisfy Point Six above.

We try to gradually memorize verses in terms of the frequency that Prabhupada uses them, learn the Sanskrit from Yadu’s Bhagavad-gita Sanskrita guide, see the Purport from the Gita and the context of the current citation. 

We must teach how to keep your own practical Index of P’pada’s books for preaching.

And most important learning how to keep Association in reading Prabhupada’s books.

As Sannyasis with not much base (arrangement of Krsna) we can’t collect too much in this world in the way of libraries.  So we really have to be picky which books we take with us.  What we keep on our portable thumb drives etc.  We are evolving a satisfying system and we hope that our students learn from us, and this we feel is something that they must learn from any teacher.

“The library is the scholar’s workshop”, Abraham Lincoln

“Knowledge is of two kinds: Either we know a thing ourselves or we know where to find it”, Samuel Johnson

8) Zonal Acharyas – Yes, local Temples and Zones may favor certain Bhakti-sastri etc programs in terms of a local humor that matches their Zone, but they should not unnecessarily restrict local students from also studying with other programs that match the particular student’s humor.

“Power tends to corrupt, and absolute power tends to corrupt absolutely”, Lord Acton

FINISH

Fundamentally we realize that we have to go ahead 100% in developing our own ideas, but as we try to do this we are craving for the association of others with this same passion. Thus at this point we lay down our word processor, pick up our beads and wait to hear what the response is of our esteemed Board of Higher Education, Brhad Prabhu, Visista et al.  Thank you very much.

Your servants,

Hanumatpresaka Swami

Anjana Suta Academy

www.JayaRama.US

ASA Current Students Annotated NoI
(rev. 2008SEP12)

"Preface

The Kåñëa consciousness movement is conducted under the supervision of Çréla Rüpa Gosvämé 
. The Gauòéya Vaiñëavas, or Bengali Vaiñëavas, are mostly followers of Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu
, of whom the six Gosvämés of Våndävana
.  are direct disciples. Therefore Çréla Narottama däsa Öhäkura
 has sung:

rüpa-raghunätha-pade ha-ibe äkuti

kabe häma bujhaba se yugala-périti

“When I am eager to understand the literature given by the Gosvämés, then I shall be able to understand the transcendental loving affairs of Rädhä and Kåñëa.”

  Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu appeared in order to bestow upon human society the benediction of the science of Kåñëa
. The most exalted of all the activities of Lord Kåñëa are His pastimes of conjugal love with the gopés. Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu appeared in the mood of Çrématé Rädhäräëé
, the best of the gopés. Therefore, to understand the mission of Lord Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu and follow in His footsteps
, one must very seriously follow in the footsteps of the six Gosvämés—Çré Rüpa, Sanätana, Bhaööa Raghunätha, Çré Jéva, Gopäla Bhaööa and Däsa Raghunätha.

Çré Rüpa Gosvämé was the leader of all the Gosvämés, and to guide our activities he gave us this Upadeçämåta (The Nectar of Instruction) to follow. As Çré Caitanya Mahäprabhu left behind Him the eight verses known as Çikñäñöaka
, Rüpa Gosvämé gave us Upadeçämåta so that we may become pure Vaiñëavas
.

[Introduction]

In all spiritual affairs, one’s first duty is to control his mind and senses
. Unless one controls his mind and senses, one cannot make any advancement in spiritual life
.  Everyone within this material world is engrossed in the modes of passion and ignorance. One must promote himself to the platform of goodness, sattva-guëa, by following the instructions of Rüpa Gosvämé, and then everything concerning how to make further progress will be revealed
.

Advancement in Kåñëa consciousness depends on the attitude of the follower
 
.  A follower of the Kåñëa consciousness movement should become a perfect gosvämé. Vaiñëavas are generally known as gosvämés. In Våndävana, this is the title by which the director of each temple is known. One who wants to become a perfect devotee of Kåñëa must become a gosvämé. Go means “the senses,” and svämé means “the master.” Unless one controls his senses and mind, one cannot become a gosvämé. To achieve the highest success in life by becoming a gosvämé and then a pure devotee of the Lord, one must follow the instructions known as Upadeçämåta, which have been given by Çréla Rüpa Gosvämé. Çréla Rüpa Gosvämé has given many other books, such as Bhakti-rasämåta-sindhu, Vidagdha-mädhava and Lalita-mädhava, but Upadeçämåta constitutes the first instructions for neophyte devotees
 
.  One should follow these instructions very strictly. Then it will be easier to make one’s life successful. Hare Kåñëa.

(SIGNATURE)

A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami

September 20, 1975

Krsna-Balarama Mandira

Raman-reti

Vrndavana, India
 

� [  ] Where does SP give RG biography?  Caitanya-caritamrta?  What songs are there about him? Memorized them?


� Should read and know Bio of LC from SB Introduction and eventually whole CC


� Should memorize the Sad Goswami-astaka and know their lives from C.C. etc


� Biography?


� Memorize this wonderful song! Lecture on it.  Talk to your friends about it.  It is one of the only two or three songs that Prabhupada puts all of his purports.  It is in CC1.7.17  What does P'pada say about it there? Other songs are Narada muni bhajai Vina in Canto Six, and Sarira avidya jale. Complete Song in the End Note.


� Who is Lord Caitanya?!?  He is our Teacher. Esoterically of course, there is more to understand from CC, but NoI is first instructions. Dance in front of  Gaura-Nitai, our Teachers, for the pleasure of Hara, Krsna and Rama


� It's O.K. to talk about Srimati Radharani and the Gopis from the very beginning of our preaching and self realization, but in the mood set by Srila Prabhupada here


� This is our purpose for studying


� Again the Goal of study.


� Introduction  -  Here SP starts to Introduce the content of NOI.  The first content is 'vaco vegam...'


� And what is that sense control?  In Text One and Purport we shall see sufficient detail


� This is an amazing statement but BG 10.10 says the same thing.  Does it follow then that the Ultimate Managing Authority in ISKCON is the GBC, but the Ultimate Authority is Krsna in His form as the Paramatma.  He tells us to and how to follow the GBC?


� SP is making such concentrated statements. In the End Note see our thoughts on Attitude and Buddhi


� Here we have a Curriculim that we can call Rupa-siksa. See End Note


� Copy SP signature. Have a birthday party for NoI. Reread this Preface forever. See End Note





� Our ASA NoI Foot and End Notes start with the Title Page of Noi and then to the Table of Contents including Power-point Overviews and Promotional shows.  We continue here with the Preface.





Look at a Writer's Guide to Literature and you might see that the Preface of a book should include the Purpose of the book, under what Circumstances it was written, what are the Qualifications of the Author and in turn what Qualifications are expected in the Reader.  For example: I am a Secondary School teacher and we discovered that there were no good text books for High School Calculus students.  So, in 1992 with my students and fellow faculty members at Mudge Central High School in Dewpoint, Indiana, we wrote this book on Calculus for High School Students.  It is expected that the Student will have already finished Analytical Geometry.





Do we find these four aspects features in Srila Prabhupada's Preface?  What are they?





Actually, probably because it is short, in this Preface we see both a Preface and an Introduction.   The Introduction introduces the actual content of the book: Hello, here is the first topic. (I don’t know why but the rest of this first End Note Continues after these Foot Notes!)





(End Note A continues here) In so many of Prabhupada's books we see him starting the same way with clarification of epistemology, how do we know. How do we Hare krishna's know? Here we find the same thing, a Parampara.  We can list all the persons or groups of people in the Preface and put them in descending order from Lord Krishna.


Prabhupada starts with Rupa Goswami, probably because the book is about Rupa Goswami but then:





Krsna


Radharani


Gopis


Lord Caitanya


Rupa Goswami


Six Goswamis


Gaudiya Vaisnavas


Narottama Dasa Thakura


Krsna consciousness movement (Us)





What is the relationship of the different people on the list?  Interesting project to rearrange the phrases in the Preface to match this descending list.  Why does Prabhupada list them the way he does in the Preface and not in this mechanical linear way?


With this logical structure it should be easy to memorize and cite this whole Preface (and the whole NOI eventually) in appropriate situations.


� Lälasämayé Prärthanä


Narottama Das Thakura





'gauräìga' bolite habe pulaka-çaréra


'hari hari' bolite nayane ba' be néra


SYNONYMS


‘gauräìga' bolite–while chanting the holy name of Lord Gauräìga;


habe–will it be?; pulaka-çaréra–shivering bodily limbs; ‘hari hari' bolite–


while chanting the holy name of Lord Hari; nayane–from my eyes; ba' be


néra–tears will fall.


TRANSLATION


When will that opportune moment come to me when there will be


shivering of the body as soon as I chant Lord Gauräìga's name? And after


the shivering, while chanting Hare Kåñëa, when will there be tears


pouring down from my eyes?








ära kabe nitäi-cänder koruëä hoibe


saàsära-bäsanä mora kabe tuccha ha'be


SYNONYMS


ära kabe–and when?; nitäi-cander koruëä–the compassion of the


moonlike Lord Nityänanda; hoibe–will be shown to me; saàsära-vasanä


mora–my worldly desires; kabe–when?; tuccha ha'be–will become very


insignificant.


TRANSLATION


When will that day come when Lord Nityänanda's causeless mercy is bestowed upon me so that my desire for material enjoyment becomes very


insignificant?








viñaya chäriyä kabe çuddha ha 'be mana


kabe häma herabo çré-båndäbana


SYNONYMS


viñaya chäòiyä–giving up sense gratification; kabe–when?; çuddha ha'be–


will become completely purified; mana–my mind; kabe–when?; häma


herabo–I will behold; çré-båndäbana–the transcendental realm of Çré


Våndävana.


TRANSLATION


When my mind is completely purified, being freed from material anxieties


and desires, then I shall be able to understand Våndävana and the


conjugal love of Rädha and Kåñëa, and then my spiritual life will be


successful.








rüpa-raghunätha-pade hoibe äkuti


kabe häma bujhabo se jugala-périti


SYNONYMS


rüpa-raghunätha-pade–for the feet of Çréla Rüpa and Raghunätha däsa


Gosvämés; hoibe äkuti–will be eager; kabe–when?; häma bujhabo–I will


understand; se–that; jugala-périti–the conjugal loving affairs of the


divine couple.


TRANSLATION


When shall I be very much eager to study the books left by the six


Gosvämés? One has to learn of the conjugal loving affairs of Rädhä-Kåñëa


through the teachings of these six Gosvamés.





rüpa-raghunätha-pade rahu mora äça


prärthanä koroye sadä narottama-däsa


SYNONYMS


rüpa-raghunätha-pade–at the feet of Çréla Rüpa and Raghunätha däsa


Gosvämés; rahu–may it remain; mora äça–my hope; prärthanä koroye–


making prayers; sadä–always; narottama-däsa–is this Narottama däsa.


TRANSLATION


Narottama däsa always wishes to understand this conjugal love under the


direction of the six Gosvämés.





� SP puts NOI on the same level as the Siksastakam!  Let us memorize its English translation in the Introduction to the SB. Then we can gradually study CC3.20 in depth. In NOI itself SP only cites Verse One and Verse Four.  We should know by memory these two verses by Bhakti-sadacara diploma?


� 'Love is beyond the law.  The four principles are for you baby devotees. We advanced devotees smoke marijuana and enjoy rasa-lila with lusty young maidens because we are enjoying the higher rasas.' Someone actually told me this.  My mind tries to tell me this on odd occasions. So here is the exact quotation to fight it.


� The airplane has pitch, roll and yawl.  These three make the 'attitude' of the airplane, or its orientation to the environment.  This is 'buddhi', not 'manasa' nor 'indriya', gross action.  Buddhi means the perspective or attitude on which we think, feel and will (Manas).  You can read the NoI with your lips, you can read it with your mind, you can understand it rationally or speculatively, as we are doing here, you can contemplate your understanding of what you have read, and you can love it. We must go up the ladder of karma-yoga, dhyana-yoga, jnana-yoga, buddhi-yoga to come to bhakti-yoga.  This Yoga-ladder will come up again and again.  There is a lot more that needs to be said but here Prabhupada is making it obvous that we have to have the proper attitude to advance. In the BG Krsna says: 'jitatmana prasantasya paramatma samahita, Once the Mind, Atma, is conquered the Supersoul is reached


� We have seen SP give this hierarchy in other places also.  So, here we have one curriculum from Srila Prabhupda that we might call, "Rupa-sika", Instructions of Rupa Goswami, from NoI to NoD to V/LM.  Let's go!  The Summary and Introduction, the Complete Science, and the Demonstration. This runs parallel to the Bhakti-sastri, Bhakti-vaibhava etc curricula.


Also, we have seen that so many problems in ISKCON are resolved just from NoI.  This would indicate that ISKCON is largely an organization of neophytes.  Well, why not?  ISKCON is a preaching movement.  Let it be filled with many neophytes, but progressive neophytes who all become teachers by following NoI


� 1. SP signature is in the NoI.  We tried to copy it one time.  It was very instructive.   Try it.  What do you learn?  Try to write it several times.  Keep the paper in your records.


2. Let's have a birthday party for NoI on this day, Visvarupa-mahotsava. Read the entire book. Sing songs. Fast until death.


It's also the day of Srila Prabhupada's Sannyasa.  We feel this NoI is the perfect Parivrajaka-acharya-sannyasa scripture because it is so portable.


3. Re-read this Preface eternally.  Memorize it.  Use each instruction. Progressively learn and study the Siksastakam, other songs, bio-graphys
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