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1. Sample Symposium Promo Letter,  9 Sep 07.
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 NIOS (North American Institute for Oriental and Classical Studies)
304 Astor Way; Franklin, TN 37064; USA   -   www.bhati.org    -    Phone: 209 652-6398

PROPOSAL
GBC, Temple Presidents, Promoters,

All Glories to Srila Prabhupada.    Please accept our humble obeisances.  We think this will interest you also.  Next year we would hope to take some time to help with fund-raising for the several Temples that are being constructed in North America.  What we can offer is most likely within the bounds of programs that you are already doing, and would require almost no special expenditure.

As you probably know NIOS was founded in 2004 to meet the need for a non-profit educational corporation within the liberal arts. Several ISKCON intellectuals and administrators are taking part, as well as distinguished professors from Oxford, Harvard, North and South America, and India.   Its first project has been a convenio with San Marcos University, the oldest University in the Western, world in Lima, Peru, to jointly produce an elaborate Festival of Classical Indian Culture, Bharatiya Sanskriti.   The Festival has been a complete success and is now passing into a permanent Master’s Degree.

What we are offering is to present the essence of this Festival as an exclusive Promotional and Fund Raising event.   Of course it has much wider preaching ramifications but we feel the necessity of helping with development of new Temples for Sri Sri Radha Krishna and His Divine Grace Srila Prabhupada for at least this next year.

DESCRIPTION
Basically our finished product is simply the LIGHT OF THE BHAGAVATA  -  Symposium on Cultivation of the Human Spirit as originally conceived by Srila Prabhupada for the Congress in Japan 1969.   In the course of our independent development of the program we were enlivened to know that just before leaving this world, His Holiness Tamal Krishan Goswami had received approval from Cambridge University to produce the same event.

· EXHIBITION - At one or several, schools, museums, cultural institutions, for three weeks before the Main Events, there can be an exhibit of large size prints of the original Light of the Bhagavata (LOB).   This can include pamphlets, DVDs and books for sale and distribution, guided tours for schools and other groups, and promotion for the Main Events.

· BOOK  -  Light of the Bhagavata is currently out of print but we have begun, with the Spanish BBT, to reprint it in the full art size, full color and with both Spanish and English text.  The run will be 2,000 copies and can retail for $15.00 easily.  Frankly speaking the bulk of this is already sold.

· MOVIE  -  After four years of evolving our movie making skills in Peru we have gone from nice, to interesting, to very interesting, to incredible.  We are 90% finished with the movie for this year’s Festival, which will take place from 11th to 14th of October in Lima.   This year’s movie, a fundamental building block of the main events, was directed by award winning Peruvian director Oscar Natars and his wife Anna whose appreciation for ISKCON and Srila Prabhupada has increased enormously.  For $6,000 and a lot of effort we finally have Light of the Bhagavata  -   Peruvian Reflections. It extracts the nectar from the nectar and leaves everyone who has previewed it amazed.   Srila Prabhupada has given us the medicine we have to just supply the spoon.

· SYMPOSIUM  - There can be pre-events besides the Exhibition some of which we have based upon the rich variety of themes within the LOB:  Interfaith Religious Dialog, Vegetarian and Animal Rights Activism, Capitalism and Communism – How to Divide the Wealth,  the Human Life Cycle – Civilized life from Cradle to Grave, Ontology, Espistemology, Art.  Text 21 of course is perfect topic for the Main Event with music, slide presentation, movie and dinner.

· AFFILIATION - The program is designed for long term cultivation with BTG or the BBT  or NIOS maintaining a Web Page forum on Cultivation of the Human Spirit.

· ENDOWMENT  -  LOB offers unlimited scope for sale of books, ultra-fine LOB art prints, DVDs, accepting structured donations for Temple development based upon Cultivation of the Human Spirit and of course unlimited impetus for practicing devotees and compelling attraction for new members.

If this interests you also please contact us at your earliest convenience so we can discuss details.  Our tentative dates for North America now are January and February 2008.  After that we will be focusing on South America again in March and then on to Europe and Russia for the Spring and Summer.   Please let us serve you.

H. H. Hanumatpresaka Swami

General Secretary NIOS
Dr. R. P. Singh (Nitai-gaurasundara Das)

President NIOS and World Hindi Association
For a strict follower, the result is sure and certain, and when the time is right the result will come of its own force.

Light of the Bhagavata (Text 43)

Srila A. C. Bhaktivedanta Swami Prabhupada,

2. Verse Summarys

END OF SUMMER

1 – sky, clouds, lightning = Our basic Ontology: What is Nature, the Soul and the Absolute Truth, , Achintya-bheda-abheda-tattwa (ABAT), Vedanta, philosophy is the science of science.
2 – scorching summer > rain = Purport focuses on distribution of rain, mercy and wealth. Taxes are good. Governement should not allow rainfall on rocks. Gvt = 1) Democrary, 2) Monarchy, 3) Deva …  All three require good citizens and good adm.  1) Deva adm is good but people bad, no yajna for Visnu, 2) Ksatriya and citizens need education, 3) Adm should use tax to educate the people to follow the laws of God.. Varna ashrama dharma (VAD).
3 – clouds bring rain =  Continues from Text Two. God is merciful but we don’t follow His laws.  Water, mercy, is substance of our life. Can see how kind is God by His system.  Therefore, there must be a God.  Why does God wait so long to give relief?

RAINY SEASON

List:

Three classes of examples given:

1. Bad –Seasonal Grenery, Glow Worms

2. Good – 

3. Reformable – Frogs

4 – after rain green = What is the purpose of life? (POL) Material temporary prosperity.  Rsabadeva, tapo divyam, austerity.
5 – glow worms = dark evening of rainey season = Kali Yuga, No guide from Moon (SB) or Stars (BG) or their Rays (Acharyas in Succession). Glow worms (Bogus Acharyas) are envious (“No God”), Cosmology, yugas x 3-modes. BG 15.15
6 – frogs in caves = Interfaith co-operation, There is a Supreme will w/o no happiness.
7 – flooding rivers = POL (See Also 4). Introspective x Extravagant natures. Yoga Ladder (YOL)
8 – butterflys flowers = more 4 & 7, richman’s bungalow, desert deer.
9 – gloomy capitalist = VAD farmer x capitalist, communism, Marxism, Ecology, Economics, Nandanandana (Gopal).
10 – fish frogs stout from water = ISKCON b’caris, good use of rainfall.  XcontrastX Texts 4,7,8

11 – rivers, ocean agitated = sex agitation for yogis w/ no guru

12  - rain pounds mountains = daya bhak, krsna’s mercy, adversity of educational problems?
13 – rain grass cover roads = VAD brahmanas with no sadhana

14 – lusty lightening flash = VAD. Divorce, the Feminine Element.
15 – rainbow = Avatars no material contact.
16 – moon moves in clouds = Ontology. We aren’t the body. Svamsa & Vibhinamsa.
17 – peacocks dance = VAD grhastha happy receive sannyasi. Their respective dharmas.
18 – fat plants = POL, nirbande krsna sambandhe, suppression can be worse than lust, kama lata bija, more 4, 7, 8, x10

19 – punctured = VAD definition, details grhastha (politicians)

20 – dykes break = Vedas, vyasadeva, puranas, Vedanta sutra, Epistemology upstarts attack Vedas, Interfaith.
21 – wind blows cloud = VAD,  brahmanas inspire ksatriya & vaisya, Temple fund raising.
AUTUMN

Krsna Appears in Vrndavana

22 – black-berrys dates = Avatar (SA 15) show heaven, VAD Vanaprastha, Lord Caitanya & 6-gos literature & lila.
23 – milk bags overflow = (SA 22) & our love will flow.
24 – blossoms weep = Ontology. (SA 22, 23) and flow.
25 – taste fruits = ACBAT Ontology. Jiva & God

26 – boys share food = patram, puspam, phalam…
27 – cows cud = Ecology, value of Cows, Milk > Brains > Brahmanas >  Peace.
28 – vrndavana attracts all = Avatar, Vegans, Yukta vairgya, Is this World False? Material world can be a picture of spiritual world. Best use of a bad bargain.
Symptoms

29 – lakes clear = mukti no clouds

30 – lakes clear & lotuses = yoga ladder

31 – four symptoms of autumn = 4 VAD & w/o daivi all = burden!

32 – white clouds = VAD def sannyasi

33 – waterfalls yes/no = Yoga Ladder, Bogus Acharyas, Inter-faith, 2 types of K katha, Bhagavata sapta (SA 5 & 20).
34 – lakes dry fish die = VAD grhamedhi (Politicians) x 19

35 – lakes dry = More 34 VAD too many kids, birth-control, abortion
36 – mud drys = Mukti, disp false ego, like dry coconut

37 – sea calm = VAD to vanaprastha (polticians), retirement at 50-years compulsory (SA 7, 9)
38 – dykes = VAD Energy – Krsna ultimate source, ours is gift, conserve energy for yoga (X Text 18, 20), Isopanisad.
39 – contrast day and night =  Avatara, Vedas conclusion, material life x spiritual life (gopis)

40 – clear sky bright stars = Vedanta = BG 15.16-18

41 – moon stars x krsna yadus = avatara 4.9, 9.11

42 – mild wind nice and pain = Yoga  ladder, sambhoga & viraha bhakti

43 – sex impulse, stags = NOI 3 then right time result WILL come

44 – kumuda x lotus = VAD Ksatriya x rogues democracy

45 – anna-kuta festival =  prasadam, god sends food, say thanks, Govardhana puja (SA 2&3).
46 – after rain can go out = VAD, POL, after death get the result.

47 – cosmos = Cosmology, ACBAT moon planet etc.

48 – moon etc = more 47, beyond celestial.
3. Topics in LOB

Abortion, birth Control – 35
Achintya-bheda-abheda-tattwa (ABAT) – Text 1, 25, 47
Avataras – 15, 22-24, 39, 41
Bio-data – Rsabadeva (Text 4). Krsna (9), Lord Caitanya (22), Six Goswamis (22), gopis (39), yadus (40)
Cosmology – 47-48, Yugas defined (Text 5), Three modes  (Text 1, 5), Material World (15), S/A Ontology.
Cows – 22, 23, 27

Deer in Desert – Text 8.

Ecology - 9

Economics – 2, 9, Marxism (9),

Education - Text 2

God – Proof He exists (Text 3), Mercy – Text 2, 3, 12, 38, 45
Guru – Acharyas – 33)

Inter-faith Contrast and Dialog – Text 6, 20, 33, 44 (Democracy), Science – Philosophy is the Science of  All Sciences (Text 1)
ISKCON – 10, 21 (Temple Fund Raising)

Mukti-Liberation – 29, 36 (dry coconut)

Ontology – What is Nature, Self and Cosmos? Text 1, 16, 24, 25 (We aren’t the body),  Svamsa x Vibhinamsa (16)
Purpose of Life – Text 4, 7, 8, 10, 18, 46
Titles: The Nature of Society, Cosmos, Hankerings of the Soul, Greed and Wisdom, Religion.
Varna-ashrama-dharma (VAD) – 46, Daivi (31), Definition (19, 31), Distribution of Wealth (Text 2,9), Divorce (14), Brahmanas (13, 21, 27 (need milk)), Ksatriya (Text 2, 44)), Vaishya (9), Vaisyas and Sudras/ Citizens (Text 2,9), Women (14), Grhasthas-Grhamedhi (17, 19, 34, 35),,Vanaprastha (34, 37, 38) Compulsory), Sannyasa (17, 32)
Vedas and Vedanta, Puranas, Gita, Acharya’s Literature – Text 1, 20, 22, 38 (Isopanisad), 39-40, 43 (NOS 3)
Vegan –Text 27.

Yoga Ladder – Text 7, 11, 13, 23-24 (Soul flows to Avataras), 30, 33, 42-43,
Yunta viaragya - 17

