AMERICAN BOBBA

A discussion of classical Vedic sannyasa in the context of modern American society
by the Right Honorable Guy Gismo, PhD.

President of the Anjana Suta Academy “Civil Deadman´s Club”
Tomb Brown (Monkey): Hey, Uncle Gismo, “Civil Deadman´s Club”, isn´t that an oxymoron?

UG:  Off my page, Ape.  You´re the only moron around here.   Reading Srila Prabhupada we understand that a sannyasi should not talk with women in a secluded place. A secluded place is anywhere they could discuss illicit sex and nobody would hear.

Monkey:  Wow!   That could also mean the telephones or internet, no?
UG: Yes.

Monkey:  But when Srila Prabhupada came to the USA he was staying at Sally Butler with Agrawall Pennsylvania, no?

UG:  No, moron, he was staying with the Agrawaals in Butler, Pennslyvania.

M:  O.K. But when he came to Mrs. Sally´s house each day from the YMCA to cook lunch, a little later Mr. Agrawaal would come, and they would all have Prasadam, no?  So doesn´t that mean that he was alone with Mrs. Sally for some time?

UG:  Yes, it may be.  But that was an emergency and Srila Prabhupada was like 70 years old and Mataji was like 20 years old.  After that we always hear that Srila Prabhupada was very strict.  Atreya Rsi Ji told us that once when Srila Prabhupada visited Iran one very chaste, respectable, elderly Mataji asked Srila Prabhupada if she could discuss some personal things with him alone.  Atreya Prabhu said that he was the only other person in the room so he just naturally got up to leave.

When he did so, Srila Prabhupada gripped his arm spontaneously so that he could not leave. He said it was like having a steel clamp grab hold of his arm.  Then Prabhupada said that as a sannyasi there is this rule that he could not be alone with even very respectable women or girls, and to please forgive any trouble this created. Then he continued that certainly they could talk with the presence of Atreya Rsi Prabhu, that he is a very sober person and I certainly trust him to hear anything that I would hear.  Is that alright?
Mataji said, “Yes”, and for some time she talked with Prabhupada about her personal situation.  After she left Atreya Prabhu said that Prabhupada turned to him with a shocked expression and said, “You were going to leave me alone with a lady.  What would have Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati have thought of me!”

Monkey/Piggy:  Achaa!  Very wise.  Very wise.  But how could you practice that while staying in America at people´s houses?
UG:  Well, all-in-the-house for morning program, pack your picnic and then when the man of the house leaves for work he just drops you off at a nice library, campus.  Or you can travel in any area with a small travel-trailer and park it outback or your host´s house.

Now it just so happens, we looked on Google today for Travel Trailers and then we found the Airstream Basecamp…
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M/P:   Uncle Gismo!   Those things cost $20,000! (Although they are really beautiful (and Airstream stuff is practically immortal))))   Maybe we could take it back to Godhead with us and travel around Vaikuntha with it?!    It would work great in Tennessee for NIOS.
UG: No, you´re right.  Unless Atreya Rsi wants to buy one as an investment and let us live in it we should go back for a second Google.  Maybe we can get an old utility trailer about that size and cut holes in it for a couple of windows.

M/P:  Ayeee!   Good Zest!!!  More practical.  Less waste of dough!  More money for cookies and comics.
__________________
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